
UnitedForOklahoma.com

In 2004, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved 

a gaming compact that has far exceeded estimates 

of its benefits to the state. 

Together, the state and tribes worked diligently to  

forge an agreement that has provided new 

revenues for education, helped preserve the 

Oklahoma horse industry and contributed  

billions of dollars to the state economy.

Tribal contributions of $1.3 billion to education 

under the compact have almost doubled  

original estimates. 

In the agreement, the state acknowledged  

that the compact will generally benefit all of 

Oklahoma, which can be seen in advances  

in education, health care, infrastructure  

and economic stability. 

SEE THE STATEWIDE IMPACT.
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The success of the gaming compact can be 
seen in everything from jobs and wages to 
education and health care.

In Wages & Benefits to Oklahoma Workers

Annual Contribution to Oklahoma Economy

In Direct Savings to Oklahoma Taxpayers 
for Medicaid Expenditures at Tribal 

Health Care Facilities in FY 2018 Alone

Supporting Statewide Education Since 2006
Almost Doubles Original Estimates

In Infrastructure Investments

Supported in the State

(On Inside Back Panel)

Read what Oklahomans are saying 
about the vital contributions of the tribes.
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“Sometimes I hear people say, ‘Well, the tribes just take care 
of their own citizens.’ And I think nothing could be further from 
the truth. We all live here together, and  what I see is the 

tribes investing in Oklahoma, in health care, in roads, 
in education, in early childhood education, in mental 

health, in every way to say we are better when we’re solving 
these problems together as Oklahoma and building a better 
place for all of our children to live.”

ALISON ANTHONY President and CEO, Tulsa Area United Way

“With Pryor Public Schools, we have felt the commitment 
that the Cherokee Nation has had for our kids, for our 
community, for our learners. We know if we’ve picked up  

the phone and we’ve got an issue, [the tribes] are going to  
do everything they can to help us with that issue. It’s not about 

percentage of [native] students, it’s how many students do 
you have? We’re going to fund all of that.”

DON RALEIGH Superintendent, Pryor Public Schools 

“Without the support of the tribes here in Oklahoma, our work 
would become very much more difficult, and maybe impossible, 
in a lot of ways. For Mental Health Association 
Oklahoma, and I would suspect it would be for other 
nonprofits that we know, work with, collaborate with, 
I think it would be a devastating loss.”

MIKE BROSE CEO, Mental Health Association of Oklahoma

“The horse racing industry was about to go away, and we had 
no revenue from all this activity. So the gaming compacts 
were this big compromise, in essence, to provide 

revenues for education, and to pump millions of 
dollars into the horse racing industry to save it.” 

SCOTT MEACHAM Treasurer, State of Oklahoma (2005–2011) 

Oklahomans Are
Speaking Out

“The tribes have been very generous to invest in communities. 
And I think the tribes have been responsible in trying 
to impact poverty by providing health care, jobs, 

improved housing, and being partners with our state 
and county government.”

DR. LARRY RICE President, Rogers State University
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Committed to mutual respect, shared strength and productive 
partnerships that benefit every Oklahoman.
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Tribal Gaming Compact

FACTS

DID YOU
KNOW?

The language of the compact explicitly states that “the Compact 
shall automatically renew for successive additional fifteen-year 
terms ...”1 While any compacting party may request to renegotiate 
revenue-share rates and certain exclusivity terms, such request  
has no bearing on the compact’s otherwise lawful renewal.

FACT

In terms of exclusivity fees to the state, the single most common 
rate for state-tribal gaming compacts around the country is zero 
(39% of compacts). Most compacts, 56% of them, include rates of less 
than 10%. Only 5% of all state-tribal gaming compacts nationwide 
provide rates as high as 20% to 25%.2

FACT

On a per capita basis, Oklahoma’s state-tribal gaming 
compact is the most lucrative in America. The only state 
that receives more is California, at about $3.5 billion per year 
(from payroll, income taxes and revenue share), compared 
to Oklahoma’s approximately $1.6 billion per year. But given 
California’s much larger population, the impact is considerably 
lower: while Oklahoma’s tribal gaming agreement 
benefits the state at about $410 per person annually, 
California’s produces only $90 per person.³

FACT


