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AS A VITAL PART OF THIS STATE, NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES ARE COMMITTED  
TO BUILDING THE BEST POSSIBLE EDUCATION SYSTEM FOR ALL OKLAHOMANS.

Oklahoma is home to these tribal nations, so their commitment to supporting 
education here is second to none. Since 2006, tribal nations have generated 
over $1.3 billion to support Oklahoma schools. But they do even more every 
day, working quietly to help meet the needs of teachers, principals and students 
in their local communities.

UnitedForOklahoma.com Committed to mutual respect, shared strength and productive partnerships that benefit every Oklahoman.

* Calculation based upon current average Oklahoma teacher compensation of $53,600
SOURCES: Oklahoma State Department of Education and National Education Association

in Contributions to Oklahoma Education
Through Exclusivity Fees in 2017 Alone— 

ENOUGH TO FUND THE COMPLETE 
SALARIES OF 2,194 TEACHERS, MORE 
THAN 4 IN EVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT*

in ADDITIONAL, VOLUNTARY 
CONTRIBUTIONS to Oklahoma  
Education Programs, Schools  

and Scholarships in 2017

“We’ve all suffered in this state in regard to funding. We’ve relied 
on the tribes so much more the past few years. We got almost 
$10,000 in school supplies this year.”

JERRY McCORMICK Superintendent, Anadarko Public Schools

“Transforming higher education is one thing, but transforming an 
individual student’s life is something else, and there could just not be 
more valuable partners for higher ed than our tribal partners.” 

MARTHA BURGER President, Oklahoma City University

“They’re not just donating backpacks and school supplies just to 
tribal members, it’s all the children that need a helping hand.”

TROY EVERETT Vice President, Canton Chamber of Commerce

“We can look across the state and see towns that have lost their schools 
and eventually that causes the erosion of that community. Allowing the 
partnerships we share with the Kiowa Tribe to help our students flourish, from 
athletics to academics ... it allows our school to stay strong.”

RANDY TURNEY Principal, Carnegie Middle School

“I was Gov. Fallin’s Secretary of Education. Every time there was a large 
education initiative, the tribes were there saying, ‘how can we help?’”

NATALIE SHIRLEY President and CEO, National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum,
Oklahoma Secretary of Education (2015-2018)


